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Mayer Wins Support from Women’s Groups

NARAL and Eleanor’s Legacy back Mayer for Assembly

YONKERS, NY-Shelley Mayer received the backing of two major organizations committed to women’s health and social advancement: NARAL Pro-Choice New York, and Eleanor’s Legacy. 

Mayer is running in a special election on March 20th for the 93rd Assembly District, vacated by Mayor Mike Spano.

“Shelley Mayer has demonstrated her commitment to advancing women's health and reproductive rights. She has been a long-time advocate for New York’s women and families, particularly during her time at the New York State Attorney General’s office. This year, more than ever, it is critical that we have a progressive voice in Albany to protect the rights of all New Yorkers. We are proud to endorse Shelley Mayer for the 93rd Assembly District,” said Andrea Miller, President, NARAL Pro-Choice New York.

"Eleanor's Legacy is proud to endorse Shelley Mayer for the New York State Assembly. Throughout her career, Shelley has built a reputation for being a champion for civil rights and a fighter for the rights women. Since 2010, seven pro-choice Democratic women have left the State Legislature. New York State has slipped to 34th in the nation in terms of representation of women in elected office. At a time when women's rights are under constant threat, this is a dangerous trend.  But on March 20th, the voters of the 93rd Assembly District have a chance to stand up for women and to vote for Shelley Mayer, a proven progressive advocate for Yonkers."

“I am honored to have the strong support of two incredible organizations committed to advancing the needs and interests of women. We must continue to break barriers and increase representation not only in government, but across the spectrum. In the State Assembly, I will continue to fight for equal access to opportunity and protection for women. Democracy is about equality for all and I am proud to represent our shared values,” said Shelley Mayer.
Mayer has spent her life fighting for women’s rights. During her twelve years as an Assistant Attorney General, Shelley worked in the Civil Rights Bureau where she handled numerous workplace discrimination cases and won justice for women. In addition, she serves as a member of the Aquehung Women’s Democratic Club, Yonkers YWCA, Westchester Women’s Bar Association, and the Westchester Women’s Agenda. Currently, she works as the Senior Counsel at the National State Attorney General Program at Columbia Law School. 

Background

Shelley Mayer was born and raised in Yonkers, and has spent her career as an advocate for New Yorkers. Shelley currently works as the Senior Counsel at the National State Attorney General Program at Columbia Law School, where she handles health care and labor law enforcement issues. From 2007 until early 2011, Shelley worked as Chief Counsel to the New York State Senate Democrats. For over seven years, she was Vice President of Government and Community Affairs at Continuum Health Partners, one of New York City's largest teaching hospital systems. 

From 1982 to 1994, Shelley was an Assistant Attorney General in the office of New York Attorney General Bob Abrams. She served in the Civil Rights Bureau, as Chief of the Westchester Regional Office, as the legislative liaison for the Attorney General and ultimately as a senior advisor to the Attorney General. As an Assistant Attorney General, Shelley fought to protect civil rights for New Yorkers and sought justice for women who were unfairly discriminated against in the workplace.

Shelley received a JD from SUNY Buffalo School of Law in 1979 and a Bachelor of Arts from UCLA in 1975.

Shelley has been actively involved in the Yonkers community, serving as a a member of the Aquehung Women’s Democratic Club, Yonkers NAACP, Yonkers YWCA, Westchester Women’s Bar Association, and Westchester Women’s Agenda.  Shelley also serves as the 5th Ward District Leader and 4th VP for the Yonkers Democratic City Committee, and as a board member of the Jewish Council of Yonkers/ Westchester Community Partners. She also served on the Board of the Yonkers Public Library.

Shelley lives in Yonkers with her husband of 32 years, Lee Smith, in the same house she grew up in.  Shelley and Lee have three adult children—Aaron, Julia, and Arthur Smith.
