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Mayer Earns Endorsement from Police and Fire Unions

Unions applaud her commitment to public safety

YONKERS, NY-Today Shelley Mayer, candidate for State Assembly, received the endorsement of the major Police and Fire unions in the City of Yonkers: Yonkers Fire Local 628, Yonkers Uniformed Fire Officers Association, the Yonkers Police Captains, Lieutenants, and Sergeants Association, and the Yonkers Police Benevolent Association.

Mayer is running for the 93rd Assembly District in a March 20th special election.
“Shelley Mayer understands the importance of maintaining basic services in a tight economy. Infrastructure is essential to the city’s overall development and continued public safety. That’s why we need to protect the people who protect us, and keep Yonkers moving forward. In an emergency, response time is everything and Shelley’s expert knowledge of the legislative process means she can hit the ground running,” said Barry McGoey, President of Yonkers Firefighters IAFF Local 628.

“Police officers put their lives on the line every day for our city, and deserve the same protection for our benefits and families. As a former Assistant Attorney General in the Department of Law, Shelley Mayer understands the unique needs of law enforcement and will fight to keep our force strong. Shelley’s in depth knowledge of the city and proven leadership make her an ideal candidate to represent Yonkers in the State Assembly,” said Keith Olson, President of the Yonkers Police Benevolent Association.

“Shelley Mayer knows that law enforcement is not only about public safety, but quality of life, for our community and those who serve it. In tough economic times, it’s especially important that we continue to recruit new officers and offer them the benefits and rewards, which come with high-risk work. We need qualified, experienced advocates in Albany, and on the force, and that why we’re supporting Shelley for State Assembly,” said Thomas Phelan, President of the Yonkers Police Captains, Lieutenants, and Sergeants Association.

“Fire officers need someone who can stand up for us in Albany and partner with local government to make sure that the city can continue to serve its residents, as well a the people who risk their lives for it. In order to attract and retain talent we must support the needs of those who serve in public safety. Shelley Mayer is a tireless and experienced fighter who will be able to navigate the legislative process on day one and help deliver for working families. Yonkers fire officers are proud to support her for State Assembly, ” said John Halpin, President of the Yonkers Uniformed Fire Officers Association.

“As a long time advocate for worker’s rights I am especially proud to have the support of the men and women who protect our city and make it great. Basic services are integral to the development of our businesses, communities, and schools: we cannot succeed without them. I will be a strong voice for the sworn officers who put their lives on the line for us, and fight for the respect and protection they deserve,” said Shelley Mayer. 

Background 
Shelley Mayer was born and raised in Yonkers, and has spent her career as an advocate for New Yorkers. Shelley currently works as the Senior Counsel at the National State Attorney General Program at Columbia Law School, where she handles health care and labor law enforcement issues. From 2007 until early 2011, Shelley worked as Chief Counsel to the New York State Senate Democrats. For over seven years, she was Vice President of Government and Community Affairs at Continuum Health Partners, one of New York City's largest teaching hospital systems.  

From 1982 to 1994, Shelley was an Assistant Attorney General in the office of New York Attorney General Bob Abrams. She served in the Civil Rights Bureau, as Chief of the Westchester Regional Office, as the legislative liaison for the Attorney General and ultimately as a senior advisor to the Attorney General. As an Assistant Attorney General, Shelley fought to protect civil rights for New Yorkers and sought justice for women who were unfairly discriminated against in the workplace. 

Shelley received a JD from SUNY Buffalo School of Law in 1979 and a Bachelor of Arts from UCLA in 1975. Shelley has been actively involved in the Yonkers community, serving as a member of the Aquehung Women’s Democratic Club, Yonkers NAACP, Yonkers YWCA, Westchester Women’s Bar Association, and Westchester Women’s Agenda.  Shelley also serves as a 5th Ward District Leader and 4th Vice Chair of the Yonkers Democratic City Committee, and as a board member of the Jewish Council of Yonkers/ Westchester Community Partners. She also served on the Board of the Yonkers Public Library. Shelley lives in Yonkers with her husband of 32 years, Lee Smith, in the same house she grew up in.  Shelley and Lee have three adult children—Aaron, Julia, and Arthur Smith.

